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ABSTEACT 

. ^ Implemented on. the PLATO XT computer-assisted ^ 

instruction facility located at the Oniirersity of Illinois at , 
OrbanaKlhampaign, the Language Arts Souting System (LAHS). is a 
package of lessons and tests designed to provide remedial, training in 
certain basic language arts skills* LAES is a system which may be 
used by itself or as an adjunct to regular in-cXass instruction* 5y 
taking over the responsibility of diagnosing and treating basic skill 
deficiencies, the computer allovs the instructor to devote more time 
to less didactic, more revarding teaching activities vhich reguire a 
higher degree of human interaction* This document describes LAES; 
provides a rationale for the system; describes i:he functions of the 
instructor, including entering the course roster, specifying the 
curriculum sequence, monitoring student progress, reading and vriting 
notes, and prescribing supplementary aid; describes the LAES 
curriculum, including spelling, vord usage, grammar, and punctuation; 
discusses student performance data, including the progress report, 
diagnostic test scores, and lesson data; and describes student vievs ' 
of lAHS* <TS) 
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FOREWORD 



this^ document is intended to aerve.tvo dif f erent^jHirposes . Fdr instructors 
who desire to know what the Language Arts Rou^i^ System is and how it can be 
used iK conjunction with their classes^ a portion of this manual is devoted 
to a generaj^,^,^veinr^e3itw9^^^ of LftRS. For the, teacher who has 

already ^ecided to use the, systein> this manual provides detailed in^rmation 
necess^^ to settling up a course^ designing a curriculum> introducing students 
to pl^TO> mpnttoring their prcgress> and evaluating individual and class per- 
^Im^cffe^data. " ^ * 

' The organization of this manual emphasizes its twofold purpose* The 
basic structure of lABS is presented first> so the prospective teacher or 
interested browser can^get a ijuick picture of what lARS is all abcut. The ^ 
information i^eeded 'by a teacher who will be *usfng LTIRS is dont^ined in six 
working appendices whose' function is fully realized only in connection with 
actual "hands-on" PLATO experience, ^ * : 

It should be noted that certain features of LARS are still und^ develop- ^ 

* * * 

ment* Since completion is expected within.^ month 6£ publicatio^i^ of this 
manual> such features are discussed herein; as if ^they were> in fact> ^Ireacty 
accomplished* This stiQuld cause no severe prpblems the' unfinished portions 
are not integral to operation of the 3ystem> i}ut rather supplementary; ^capa-; ^ 
bilities that are being implemented at the rediest of studentl^^and instjructors* 

Lastly, a warning is in order. PLATO is in experimental. CAI system; new 
features are copstantly being %dded an<3 old on^ modified. This manual will 
gradually become less useful as it^. fails hopelessly behind in its r^ace against 
a d3niamic> evolving medium* 
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THE LANGUAGE ARTS ROUTINp SYSTEM 

* 

DESCRIPTION ^ 

In^lement^ on the PLATO IV computer-ass is ted^inst ruction facility 

located at the University^ of Illinois at Urbana*Chainpai9n> the Language 

\ 

Arts Routing System is a package of lessons and tests designed to provide 
. _C ^ ' 

remedial training in certain basic language arts skills* LAES is a stand* 

alone system which may be used by itself or as an adjunct to regular in-class^ 

instruction* By taking over the responsibility of diagnosing and treating 

basic skill deficiencies > the computer frees the instructor to devote more 

time to less didactic^ more rewarding teaching activities which require a 

higher degree of human interaction, 

> The JJiBS curriculum is composed of instructional modules which deal 
only with elementary verbal skills that can be distille4.down to a rule o^ 
set of Tv^les: . Routing the student to instruction on the basis of diagnostic' 
tests constructed around such rules> LABS provides an efficient means of 
delivering individualized > self-spaced instruction on those topics most needed 
by the student. ' ^ " . ^ * 

While allowing the student some freedom of choice> movement through the 
■complex of lessons is^govemed'by "a curriculum structure specified by the 
individual instructor* ^ student completing the assigned sections of LAKS 
may demonstrate an acceptable level of competence* When a student exhausts 
the capabilities of the system without having met certain minimal criteria> 
the tocher is rfotified so that special attention may be-^iven* lARS thus 
performs a diagnostic fxmction In isolating those individuals who require 
additional helj>* ^ 

RATIONALE ^ 

In order to a^guately understand the structure of LAKSr it is necessary 
to recognize the environment in which it operates and the rationale behind its 
design* ^ * . ^ 

Environment ^ " 

LARS was developed in connection with the Community College English 
Project to provide a remedial package which could be used by four city colleges 
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in Chicago and one community college in Champaign* The four Chicago PLATO , 

installations are located in learning resource centers. The Parkland College 

site occupies a large, centrally- located room housing only platg terminals . • 

It is diffidult fbr an instructor to provide educational supervision to 
students who will be working on many different tasks and who may drop in for 
a session during a free period in addition to scheduled' terminal time. *For 
a testing/ in struct ion jiackage. to work under such conditions, it must handle 

all of the complex courseware management tasks for the teacher i requiring 

f 

little or no outside supervision. 
Design Criteria 

All too often the teacher is confronted by a classroom of students whose 
abilities vary so widely that it is^ impossible to present material at a level 
and rate which will not be beyond the capabilities of some individuals while 
simultaneously forcing well-prepared students to go at a slower p^e< This 
is particularly a problem in the beginning college English course i wharfe the 
wide range of deficiencies prevents coordinated class activities. 

LARS allows the teacher to assign the task of identifying students , 
needing remedial help to the coi^puter, which administers tests and prescribes 
appropriate instructional material designed to teach specific skills. Students 
who proficiency diagnostic test sections bypass the associated lesson material- 

Three guidelines mpst be met if LAH5 is to accomplish its goals. 

student and curriculum options permit an instructor to specify both 
instructional content and additional activities available to the class. 
Default specifications operate if teacher-^>rescription options not exercised. 

AZ&ow 6tudaiU to pw0Ae54 at thtOi own pace. ' 

The demands placed upon^ a student's time are many and varied; requiring 
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Chicagp Urban Skills institute, Kennedy-King College, Malcolm X College 

and Wright College 
2 

Parkland College ^ 
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unnecessary busywork would defeat the primary goal of lARS, that of minimizing 
the time and energy demanded of both student and teacher. 

Various factors dictate that the student be given the power to terminate 
study of a particular topic and go on to the next. The instruction avail^e 
may not be suited tg the student's learning style or the task may simple be 
beyond fiis present ability, it is also desirable to give the student a decision- 
making role to foster involvement in his studies. 

Several LARS features tend to geiierate .feelings of active participation; 
students are encouraged to write comments alwut the lessons they seep prescribed 
review may be bjTsassed at the individual's discretion^ remaining available 
for study in the Ifuture if desired; sessions may be begun or ended at the 
student's convenience^ subject to terminal availability; supplementary instruc- 
tion and educational gaming activities are available to students who finish 

* ■ 

the basic skills cutrictatim and wish to continue PIATO sessions. 

FUNCTIONS OP TflE- INSTRUCTOR . , ^ 

. The teacher who elects to use .LARS as a part of class-time or in connection 
with regular instruction must spend a minimum amount of time at the terminal 
prior to actual student usage. There are five basic functions which can be 
handled only semi-automatically 'by the computer. Of these^ specification of 
the manner in wHich students will be recognized by PLATO is the only one 
which absolutely cannot be omitted or neglected by the instructor. * 

Entering. the course Roster 

The PLATO system parallels the classroom environment. Thus, for a 
student to receive instruction he must first be registered in a course roster 

kept by the computer. An instructor must entler the name of each -student who 

^ "I » * 

will use the computer? any person whose name does not appeafr on the PLATO 

/ ' . 

course roster will not be able to take lessons. 

Speci^ing the Curriculum Sequence 

The LARS curriculum is composed of 54 topics. The instructor' selects 
bott} the topics and the order of presentation, if no sequence is chosen by 
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the teacheri^a default curriculum composed of all topics, arranged in an 
order used by several comimHiity collage instructors, is automatically pre- 
sented. {The default sequence is listed in Appendix B of this manual.) 
Ultimately^ class needs and teacher preference determine which diagnostic 
instructional categories should be included in the course c\irriculum sequence* 

Monitoring Student Progress 

The diagnostic tests* instructional lessons, and decision functions which 
control student routing in LhBS have been designed to minimize necessary 
Supervision* Yet a teacher must be k^t aware of student progress* lARS 
provides both individual and group analyses of student data* 

Reading and writing Notes ' f 

Dmmunication among instructors, studentSt and LARS maintenance personnel 
takes \^arious forms. Geographic location, schedule conflicts, and personal 
conveTfiiSce make the ccnnputer an ideal tool for relaying messages to individuals 
or for holding extended <|fi^cussions* There are four distinct note facilities 
available to instructors* 

Student Notes ; Students are encouraged to write comments about the 
various lessons* Such user reactions provide a good source of information 
for evaluating instructional materialst improving content presentatiron, and 
eliminating any remaining programming errors* The ability to continually 
revise lessons as a result of student \iata is one of the unique features of 
computer-based instruction* Instructors should answer notes written their 
students* Minor lesson problems may allso be reported herei such as misspellings, 
punctuation errorst unclear directions, and questionable answer judging* . 

Bulletin Board : This file is used to communicate plans and changes about 
the LARS system, feo instructors and local site personnel* It also serves as a 
forum for pedagogical discussions and suggestions for future improvements* 

Personal Notes ; A mailbox facility enables instructors to communicate 
with non-^students such as LABS staff memtersi PLATO consultants / or local 
site people* Such notes are keyed to an individual's name and course; it 
can only be read by the addressee* ^ 

Class Messages ; Class announcements or messages to individual students 
may /be sent through the PLATO course roster. Such notices are seen the next 
time the student signs on* 

10 



■ Prescribing^ Supplementary Aid ^ ^ ' 

The testing feature of lars is designed to measure students' entrance 
and exit performance levels for each language arts skill. They are rousted, 
* through the cycle of pretest> instruction> and posttest; either mastery is 
^ achieved or remedial sequences are taken at least once. It is, however, 
possible for a student to exhaust the capabilities of the system without 
having learned a particular sjcill. Although the student is encouraged to 
^ review previously studied material under these circumstances, LAHS allows 

the student to go on to the next topic, advising him to see the teacher for 
extra help, . ' - 

ft 

THE liARS CURRICULUM ' 

Curricular materials are organized into 54 discrete language^arts skills. 
lARS treats each skill as a distinct CXUt^O^y, Each category is operationally 
defined and considered to be independent of all others. Obviously, the 
, assumption of independence is not totally valid* ^or instance, there is a , 
^ direct relationship J^etween a student's ability to use quotation ma^rks in 
ditect quotations and his chances of using them correctly in indirect quota- 
^ . ' tions. However* since the pattern of language arts deficiencies in students 

cannoJt be anticipated, individual skills must be diagnosed and treated separately* 

The LARS question bank is composed of items classified into the 54 categories, 
Each diagnostic question is designed to detect deficiency in only one category, 
^th the selection of questions and the order of presentation are randomised 
so that no two- tests are identical; the number given in each category varies. 
A better idea of the content of the topics' can be obtained by reviewing the 
diagnostic^ test items. The result^ of diagnostic testing are used^by the 
master routing program to prescribe appropriate instructional modules. 

In most pretests, complete mastery is required to proficiency the associ- 
ated instruction. Category posttest^ are composed of questions generated from 
the same item pool as the pretests. By comparing pretext and posttes.t scores, 
'the instructor can monitor student progress, offering individualized attention 
to those who experience difficulty in learning certain skills • . 

Modules teach one isolated skill, although they may contain more than 
one lesson. Lesson boundaries serve primarily as convenient stopping points, 
providing a logical place for the student to continue at the next session* 

er|c * 11 



- An on-line lesson catalog facilitates^ the evaluation of the lessons^. 
The catalog contains a descr,iptive suimnary of each lesson as well as infor- 
matifl^n^n necessary prerequisites anO-'^jS^j^ted, cDinpletl^o|i time. "For ease- 
in lesson review^ instructors may accesfe lessons dirfectly from the catalog. 

The lARS categories are classified into four groupst^ spelliif^, word 
usage, grammart and punctuation. The teacher's choice of cate^ie^ is ncft 
restricted by this classification. The categories included in each_of the 
four groups are listed below. 



JP** Spelling 



"S** Plurals 

"Y" Plurals 

"0" Plurals 

"F" Plurals 



Irregular Plurals 
Vowel Changing Plurals 
"ES" Plurals 



r 



Word Usage 
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Using it' s & its 
Using whose & who' s 
Using their > there & they're * 
Using your & you're 
Using tOi two & too 
.Confusing Word Pairs 
All right/All ready/All together 




Sentence Fragments 
Run*bn Sentences 
Subject-Verb Agreement* Basic 
Subject-Verb Agreement: Intermediate 
Pronoun Case 
Pronoun Number 
Relative Pronouns 
Present Tense 



s 
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Punctuation 



Past Tense 
Future Tense 
Prese^it Perfect Tense 
confusing Verbs: lie/lay 
Confusing Verbsf raise/rJLse 
Confusing Verbs: sit/set 
^Irregular ' Verbs '^^V 
Dangling Participles 
Infinitives ^ 
'Ge^nds' & Gerund Phrases ^ ^ r-^ 

Double Negatives 
singular Possessives 
Plural Possessives 
Subject-Verb Agreement* Advanced 



Sentence " Capital & Period 
Semicolons & Sentences ' 
* Semicolons iif a Series 
^ contractions 

Indirect 'Quotations 
\ Direct Quotations ^ ^ 

Split Quotations 
Comma & Conjunctions ^ - . * 
Commas Used in' Series 
RestrictiVe/Nonrestrictive^'Clauses 
' ^ Comma & Introductory Phrase 
Comma & Introductory Clause^- 
Qinimas & Appositives " ' 
* Comma & Ejirect Address 

Commas, with parenthetical Expressions 
Coirana with too 
Comma with Tag Questions 
C^italizing "I", Namesj and Titles 
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The order in which categories appear in the al>ove groups parallels what 
an instructor setting up a curriculum sequence sees* It should not be used 
as a pattern since it merely reflects the inner structure of the computer 
program rather than any pedagogical considerations*' ^ 



STUDENT PERFORMANCE IW^TA ^ 

Information on student abilities and progress in the curriculxm is 
con'^stantly being collected and analyzed by LARS* . Such data provides a^basis 
for the dynamic judgments the system mist make while routing the student 
through the maze of tests and lessons. The information, however, is stored 
in a form which is not particularly meaningful to an instructor. For this 
reason^ lARS provides several interpretive displays which aid the teacher in 
keeping track of class performance. Data on student test results, progress 
in the curriculum^ individual lesson tfmesi and PLATO attendance records are 
avail#^|3j|^ 

Student Progress Report 

Tbe student progress. report summarizes the individual's status for the 
instructor. It provides a concise statement of total instructional time and 
the dkte of.i^t contact, the current skill category and title of the lesson 
being! studied^ and an estimate of the student's rate of progress in terms of 
the number of categories finished. 
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Diagnostic test Scores * . 

Diagnostic test results of individual students are available to the 
instruqtbr as part of the student performance data package. The table below," 
illustrates how category scores are reported. 



Pretest 




Posttest 


Category 




I 


■ 38% 




62% 


Sentence Fragments 






86% 




86% 


Run-pn Sentences 






100% 






Subject-Verb Agreement;^ 


Basic 




^ 50% 




100% 


Subject-Verb Agreementt 


Intermediate 








50% 


Direct Objects 






71% 






^ Indirect Objects 




\ 








Present Tense 












Past Tense 












Future Tense 


4 





Diagnostic category scores measure entry and exit perfonhance levels of 
instructional topics^ The column between pretest and posttest scored tells 
at a glance whether performance has improved remained th/ s^e (=) j or 

declined (^) * Since a passing score on the pretest causes lesson material 
to be bypassed> no posttest is given. The dashes indicate this. The list 
of categories is arranged in the order they are studied* Th^ pointer 
marks the current topic. 

Students are giver\ their category score immedldtely after finishing the 
test; they also have the option of viewing their cumulative test, scores* 
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35 


5 . 


5 
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' 15 
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Lesson Data • , ' ' 

T * . ■ ■ V ' 

■ ^ » * * ■ ; 

Time date collected by LARS as the individual works throu^ each lesion 
is another source of informatiot^ about student learning behavior. One function 
of such data is to identify, the student who spends a much greater than average 
length of time. in a particular lesson. This may indicate tltat the student is 
having difficulty in getting through the lesson and may benefit frbm some" 
individual attention! particularly if such a pattern is repeated, A saniple 

display of lesson activity times appears* below/ „ ■ ' 

- ^ ■ ' : ' - / - ' 

^ 7^ 1 : ^ T-^^ = 

l^t total ' ^ ^ lesson Description * ' '\ 

Double ^Negatives , • 

Subjects-Verb Agreqonent II t ^ 
Possessive Pronouns ' ^ ' ' 

^_ Word Confusions ^ ' ■ 

Subject^Verb Agreement I / 



Lesson data is a record of the time spent by a given student in various 

■ ^ / 

instructional lessons. It is broken down into two comjjonents ^ ^ and T. . 

^ ^ , / ' ^ 1st * total 

Both figures are reported to the nearest minute, J is the amount of, time 

the student studied the lesson witl\oi^t interrujjtion the first time it wa^^ 

encountered* "^total total time spent in a given lesson^ which €(quals 

^ plus reviet*^time. - \ \ a ' ^ ^' 

1st, \- , . , . ^ > ^ 

The descriptive title of the -lesson appears to the right of the time data. 

It should be noted that the orcfler in which the lessons are listed is NO^ the 

order in which th&y were taken? the listed order is an artifact of t'he way 

the data is stored and should be' disregarded. 

, THE STUDENT VIEWPOINT 

Thus fari little has been said about how L&RS appears to the student 
using it. Since it is the student, after all, who takes the tests and studies 
the lessons, some consideration must be given to ensuring that the learnijig 
experience offered by lARS is both interesting and beneficial. r 



\ ^ 11 . ■ \ ^ 

. The* following is a facsiioil^ of the STUDY OFTIOWS page presented, to 
students 'between each individual lesson. ' 

p -^-^ — ^TT— ^ ^ — 

Pre$s IiETTER of .choice: 

a), .Continue with your next assigruneii*. 
, * ^ • b) R^iew lesions you haVe already taken* 

c) S^e test scor$3 and current status*.^ 

d) Write a comment, . ^ 

e) i^elax with an educational "English game* , 

The student is always fr^e to select f rotn^ the first four o):>tionS| the. 
fifth being, available only toward the end of the' daily session*. 

The educational games hav^ been carefully' selected to motivate the 
student' to use the, language ai^ts skills taught by LARS* There are currently 
five suclu^activities ^or the student to choose from. 

Wordwar ^ An inl^erteiniujial spelling competition that enables students 
to challenge each Other to a "War of the Words," 

Forum : A computer-conferencing facility whi'ch allows individuals to 
comment on issues confronting contemporary society and how they should 
^ affect public policy. ' . . ^ ^ 

. Hangman : A variant, of the well-known children's game* Players must 

guess the target word^one letter at a time,. using a knowledge of word 

Structure and letter frequency to solve the pu^^le* 

. ' / ^ ■ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ■ ^ ■ ' ^ * 

- ] News ; The Red Sweater NeWs Senrice,. a/computerized newspaper compile, 

solely from article^ and columns contributed by its readers. 

Talkomatic : A communication channel which lets student* type, messages 
to one'anotber, thus affordirig practice in tfcfe" translation of verbal 
skills to written language *i ^ . 
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EPIIX)GUE 

LAHS is. a new tool available to, the EpglisH teacher. , Simplifying and 
Standardising the process of^ providing remedial instruction in the language 
arts skills> it offers ^ unique opportunity to both student and teacher* Its 
full implementation coul4 only be realised as a result of coniputer-based 
instructipn, a new, untried medium whose attributes are only now being under- 
stood, whose potentialities are still largely xmtapped and unexplored. 

The PLATO experience could revolutionize patterns of education, releasing 
the instructor from the didactic aspects of teaching to devote more time to 
facilitating the individual^ l^rning process* 
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APPENDICES 

' Except for Appendix A> th$ following appendices 
are intended to aid the instxHictor to\sign on to the 
terminal and prepare a PLATO bourse fcJr classroom use. 
Tliey are probably of little value excebt as materials 
which may be. referred to while seated ap a terminal in 
order tp obtain hand^-on experience.* 
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APPENDIX At Questions & Answers 

lARS is the acronym of tlie Language Arts Routing System, a. computer- 
based package of diagnostic tests and instructional materials designed for 
remedial English skills. 

A routing system is a mechanisnv whicl^ uses information about an individual's 
needs and abilities, curriculum goals> and iwhat lesson material is available 
to select appropriate instruction for the student. It serves to individualize 
the learning process by Jtailoring curriculum content to the educational require- 
ments of the student ra^er than lockstep everyone into studying oftentimes 
unneaded material. - 

What dou LARS con6l6t oi? 

LARS consists of instructional lessons > diagnostic tests, coment ah(i 
note files, instructor control options for student and curriculum supervision, 
data collection routines, and student performance displays. 

The original lessons on Which ^LARS is based were produced mainly by^ 
Community College instructors on release-time or at their own initiative', 
being designed primarily for use with their own classes. lAIlS sta^t- adapted ^ 
this body of matjerial witli the help of the authors so that it would be of 
use to a wider audiepee with a variety of needs and curricular requlr^ents.. 
New lessons wefe written by the Community College English Project to fill , 
some gaps in the LARS curriculum. ' ^ c ■ 

The diagnostic, qiiestlon bank which serves as the item pool for;all pre- 
and posttests in LARS was constructed by Community College English staff at^ 
the<1Jniversity of Illinois Computer-based Education Research Laboratory. As 
questions covering specific skills were created, community college instructors 
reviewed them and recommended changes. Qn*slte observation of studerjjbs taking 
the diagnostic tests helped to identify ambiguous or badly worded questions. 
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How many i^ati^ticyi^ <Oit A.n pfiz- and pohttut^l Hovi) long do tkof iakt? How 

Although both pre- and posttests of a given skill contain the satne 
number of questions* ^different skill deficiencies may require administration 
of a varying nunjber of diagnostic questions* Each test is^hort> containing 
from 3-9 items usually requiring mastery. It ,is t ypical to finish a test in 
under f^ve minuses* Tests are composed of the required number of items se- 
lected at random from the pool associated with the given topic* 

How many Iz660n6 <Vit tk^tl Ho^ &on$ ofiz tkoff 'W/iot aJie/u do thof covoA? 

There are over 65 separate instructional lessons wh^ich range from ^5-45 
minutes in length* fav^aging about 10 each* The lessons, cover the four 
language arts skill areas of spelling^ word usage> grammar^ and punctuation* 

How; a^e tk^ Iz660n6 ^tmojiwiod iMJtkin mch^ciUzgo^yTZ^ . ^ ^ — 

Since skill categories ^are independent, of actual lesson materials LAHS ^ 

f * " 

i^ ^le t6 'specify variable interconnections between lessons. Thus, certain 
lesson segments which cross category boundaries may be referred to by more 
than one diagnostic skill. This capability allows the master routing program 
"to prescribe a lesSon that formally belongs in another category, but which 
the student has not mastered sufficiently to be able to complete the current 
one* Students are thus sometimes routed through a lesson more than once when 
warranted by poor performance* 

^hQX. AJAiomaXX^ori ^iiit a teacfew, A^ccxve i^njom LARS? 

student performance data available to the.teacher includes time the 
student has spent on the terminal as well as times on each instructional . 
lesson* pre^ and posttest Scores, on individual skill categories, and cujqrent 
status of the ^tudent in the curriculum* The dajE;^^ is displayable in several^ 
..ways for boi;h individuals or the entire class* " 

How l$> LARS di^^e/ten* i^^m Xhz i^yi^tm^KOixt^'i. v 

- * 

The primary difference, between L?VRS and the standard, piaTO router is - 
in the testing/prescription function* In the system router there is no way 
that test scores can be used to determine what lessons a student needs* It 
is coTitf)Osed of indexes or sequences of lessons specified /by the instructor* 
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LARS inserts one level of computerized management between the teacher and 
*lesson materi^li making it possible for the instructor to specify. oi^ly the 
behaviorial objectives desired an<^ allowing the computer to prescribe material 
on 'an individual basl^s which will meet those ends* 

* * 

How can I Zook at wifoit tARS im to o^^et? - ^ ^ 

By signing on at a terminal under the. naune "instructor" of course 
"larsdem6*'i you will be able to inspect LARS teacher options and lesson 
material* To view LARS as a studei)t> use the signon ^'student", of . course 
"larsdemo". ' , V 

How cart my clcus we MRS? 

You should jTlake arrarfgement^^'Vith your local site personnel regarding 
terminal availajbility and scheduling policies* Th^y will also be able to 
provide you with a PLATO course roster for your class and teach you how to . 
sign on to the terminal^ Then ypd^must enter your students' names in the 
roster and request to review PLAT6'^esson "lars"* LARS will then present 
you with the option of specifying the curriculum structure which ^11 be usned 
for your class* If no curriculW is constructed ^ LARS will us^ the standard 
default sequence* 
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APPENDIX B; LAHS Curriculum Cabalog* 



CATEGORY^ 




LARS LESSON 


PAGE 


GRAMMAR 








Sentence Fragments 




114' 


22 








ZZ 






77 


2^ 








25 






^ 85 




Run-on Sentences 




40 


■ x 22 






105 


22 


Sentence — Capital and Period 


20 


22 






1(11 


22 


Semicolons and Sentences 




40 


22 


Subject and Verb Agreement > 


Basic 


1 Oft 


2j 






127 


23 






19 


23 


Subject and Verb Agreement ^ 


Intermediate 


122 


23 


Subject and Verb Agreement > 


Advanced^ 


62 


23 


Pronoun Case ^ 




,-• 66 


23 






68 


23 






73 


23 






Til 
f 4 




Pronoun Number 




71 


24 




r 


143 


24 


Relative Pronouns 




/ 65 


24 


Present Tense 




/ 14 


24 


Past Tense 




16 


24 






/ 14 


24 


Future Tense 




16 


24 






14 


24 



Present Perfect Tense 15 * 24 



Confusing Verbs "Lie/Lay" 




49 
126 


24 
24 


Confusing Verbs "Raise/Rise*' 




49 
126 


24 
24 • 


Confusing Verbs "Sit/Set" 





49 
126 


54 , 
24 


Irregular Verbs ^ ^^^^ 
-^^ : ^ 




50 

53 
52 


.34 
24 
24 



The order of the LARS Curriculum Catalog i^^lso that of the de^oaW ^e^^aence 
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CATEGORY ' lARS LESSOM PAGE 

GRAMMAR (cont.) ; ■ 



Dangling Participles ^ - 




87 . 


25 


Infinitives 




132 


25 


Gerunds and Gerund Phrases 




99 




Double Negatives 




86 
100 


^ 25 
.25 










Singular Posse ssives 




61 
141 


25 
25 


Plural Possessives 




13 
142 
64 


25 
25 
25 


Coinma and Introductory Phrase 

J- 

L 




97 
9 

a? 


26 
2*6 
. -26 


Comma and introductory Clause 




97 
9 


26 
26 


Comma and Conjunctions 




96 


26 


Restriptive/Nonrestrictive Clauses 




97 
163 


26 

^ 26 


Commas and Appositives y 




36 


26 


Comnta and Direct Address 




97 


26 


Commas with* Parenthetical Expressions 




97 


26 


Comroa with Too 




37 


26 


Comma with Ta^ Question 




38 


26 
26 


Commas Used in Series > 


-7^ 


98 

35 


26 
26 ■ 


Indirect Quotations 




106 


26 


Direct Quotations 




106 - 


26 


Split Quotations 




144 


27 


Semicolons in a Series 




41 


27 


Capitalizing "I," Names and Titles 




101 


22 


Contractions 




70 
128 


27. 
23 



24 



CATEGORY 



USAGE 




PAGE 



Using "it's" ana "its'' 




70 


27 






25 . 


. 27 






31 


■'27 


Osing /'whose" and "who's*' 




* 70 


27 




25 


27 


• 

Using "their>" "there" and "they're" 




70 


27 






25 


27 






30 


. 27 


Using "your" and "Jou're" 




70 


27 






25 


27 


Usina "to>" "two" and "too" 




33 


27 * 


ConfusiAi? word Pairs 




24 ^ ': . 


27 






34 


27 . 


— ' ' 

All rigbt/A13f ready/All together 




133 ^ 


28 










"S" Plurals 




• 18 


28 


"ES" Plurals 




12 


28 


"Y" Plurals 




56 


28 


"6" Plurals 




1 

124 


28 


Plurals 


• 


135 ■ 


28 


Xrregulaj^ Plurals 




58 


■28 




59 


28 


Vowel Chan^ng Plurals 


1^ 


55 


28 • 
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LARS 114; l>enttim;e kocoijidtion _ " • 

* Oiauscs 

Sentence ciiiii'* ^ ^ 

LARS 79r idontLLyiny Subjects and Predicates 

^ a, ExfAtuiation-'of subject and prt^dicate * " ^ 

b, ■ Short qui£ on materidl , , ' " ■ 

LARS 77; Se^d^naas and Sentence Fragments 

This lesson clarifies the distinction between ^using sentence 
fragment^ and using compete sen^eiices.- 

LARS -7^^! Sentences and Dependent Clauses ^ ■ 

This lessbn consists of a smair test which concentrates ^n ' 
recognizing whether a group of words Is a complete sentence 
or a dependent clause, ; . > \ 

LARS .85; Identifying Sentences 

This lesson is a short test on recognizing coit^jlete sentences " 
and sentence fragments. 

LARS 40; Seti&icolons and Comma Splices 

■ a* lntrodu9tion ^ 

b. Semicolon and the comma splice * - i- , " - 

. c\ Semicolon qui& ' " ""'-•^ ' 

d. Test on semicolons 

LARS 105; Run-on Sentences , . 

a* Explanation of run-on sentences 

b. Correcting the run-oa sentence v ^ 

c. , Quiz on recognizing run-on sentences fr- 

XA^ 20; Using the Period 

■ This teache&^the use of periods at the end of sentences.- 

LARS 101; Capitalization of Names * 

This lesson explains the capitalization rules for titles and 
names of persons. 
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I 

lARS 128: . Intaroduction to Subject and Verb Agreement 

» a. Third persoil singular verb ending 

b. , Irregular and "es"-ending verbs 

c. Contractions 

lARS 127: subject and Verb Agreement, Baste 

a* Subjects joined by "and" 

b. "Inhere" and "here" beginnings^ 

c. Quis 

.lARS 19; Verbs; Person and Number 

a ► Introductipn ' i 

b. Person and Number , 

c. Quis 

lARS 122; subject and Verb Agreement, Intermediate 

a. Extra words between subject and verb 
b* Words that are always .singiilar 

c. "Either" and "neither"' 

d. "Either/orJ^ and "neither/nor" 

e. Quis on subject and verb agreement 

lARS 62; Subject and Verb Agreement, Advanced 

^ a* singular and plural nouns 

b. Indefinite words 

c. Measurement terms ■ 
d* Relative pronouns i 

■ e. "Don't Palm -Springs have a Recession?" 
(paragraph editing) 

lARS 66:' ^Subject Personal Pronouns 

a* Introduction , 
b: Simple subject personal pronouns 
^ c, Compoitnd subject personal pronouns 

LARS 68 i Object Personal Pronpuns J 

^ a* Object personal pronouns 
b* Test on personal pronoun^ 
c* Compound object personal pronouns ^ 
d/ Test on con^und personal pronouns 
e. ."Than" and "a&" 

LARS 73; Using Reflexive Pronouns 

a. Explanation of reflexive pronouns 
, b. Quiz on reflexive pronouns 

LAR3' 74: Proper Use of Pronouh Case 

This Is a short lesson which tests the usage 
. of pronouns* 

• 27 ^ 



24 



lARS 71: Indefinite Pronouns 



a. In(^finite pronouns 

b. Qulz^ on indefinite pronouns 



lARS 143 1 Pfonoun Agreement 

This lesson introduces the student to the 
agreement between pronouns and their antecedents, ^ 

LARS 65 1 'Who/Whom Distinction ^ 

^* Who and whom 

b. Quiz on who and whom 

LARS 14t Assisted Quiz on Simple Verb Tenses 

3!his exercise tests the student's knowledge of verbs in the 
present* past> future* and present perfect tenses. 

XiARS 16: 3lie Past and Future Tenses 

\ a; Tense 

!>* Past tense 

c * Con j ugat ion ^ ^ , 

d. Future tense \ 

LARS 15: The Present .Perfect Tense 

a* Introduction 

b/ The pres^ent perfect tense 

c* Quiz ^ . ^ 

LPfSs 49t Transitive and Intransitive Verbs 

a. Intransitive/transitive 

b. Confusing verbs ^ ^ 
c* Sit/set ^' 

d. Lie/lay ' ^ 

e. Rise/raise 

LARS t26:' Transitive and Intransitive Verbs> II , ' 

This is a test on some combnly confused verbs. 

LARS 50: The Verbs To Be** and "To Have** 

a . Introduction 

b. To be * 

' 'To have ' > ^ 

LARS 53: Exercises wj.t;h Irregular Verbs ' 

^ This is an exercise on the formation of irregular verbs. 

LARS 52;^ Assisted Quiz on Irregular Verbs 

^ This is a quiz on irregular verb'lQ. A special help segi^^ence 
. \allows a review of a list of verbs from which the student 

may select the correct form needed. ■ ^ 
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lARS 87: Dangling Participles 



a. jpxplanation of dangling participles 
b* Quiz 



LAHS 132: infinitives 



a * Introduction 

b. Present infinitive 

c. Perfect infinitive ' 

d. To diet or not to diet 
e* Split infinitive 

lARS 99: ^ Gerunds 

a. Introduction to gerunds 

b. Rules for adding "ing" 

c. Personality quiz ^ 

d. Gerunds as subjects and objects 
e* Gerunds and possessives 

86; Double Negatives 

a. Explanation of double negatives 
b* Quiz on double negatives 
* . ^ 
lARS 100: More , Double Negatives 



Some odd negatives 
Drill 



^ARS 61: ^Forming the Singular Possessive ^ ■ ^ ' 

' " a. Brief introduction to singular possessives \ 
^ b. Short quiz on singular possessives 

LARS 141: Singular^ plural and Possessive 

This is a test on all of the many forms of plural and possessive 

. \ : ^ , 

LARS 13: Plural Possessives ^ » / 

This short lesson deals <Srith,the concept of plural possessives* 

LARS 142: Singular^ Pl\iral and Possessive 

This is a test on all of the many forms of plural and possessive 
^ nouns; it is the secoftd^part of LARS 141. r 

T 

L&BB 64; Test on Plurals and Possessives 

This lesson tests the choice and ^spelling of singular and plutai 
possessives and the simple^plural. ' ' ' 
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lARS 97: Setting Off Nonr^strictive Elenieats ' 

a- Two basic coimna. rules \ 

b. How to recognize nonrestrictiyes / 

c. Bow to make your comm^ ^decisions 

■ d*_ Appositives and tacked-on comments 
e* Nonrestrictives and direct address 

lAKS 9; Comma Usage with Phrases and Clauses 
a* Misread words 

b* Dependent clauses ^ 

lARS ^6: Commas and Coordinate Cor^junctions ' 

■> -» ■ ' * 

This is a short lesson on using the comma tb separate cooardinating 
conjunctions* ^ * 

lAHS t63: Restrictive Elements of Sentences 

a. Restricti'ye parts of sentences ^ 
, b* A comma game ^ 



_ lARS 36: Cbmma Rules ^ ^ ^ 

" a* Commas and appositives 

' ^ b. Quiz on couuaas and appositives* 

c. A game with appopitives 

■ LARS - 37: Comma Psag^ With Too 

^ a. . Comma use when "too" means also 

? b* Quiz - • 

} ' ' ^ ' ' ^ V ^ 

. , / , * »t ^ i.« ^ ^ 

-lArs 38*. Tag Question Punctuation 
■* 

^ ^ ^ a> Comma and question mark with tags 

b. Quiz on commas and question bnarks with tags 
c* Writing tdg questions 

tARS 98: Coimnas with Items in a Series 

a. Itwis in a series 

b. , T^st on^ the use of commas ^ 



LARS 35: Equal Adjectives ^ ' ' . - : ; - ' " 

* ^ - i ' 

a. Equal 'adjectives ' 

b. ^ Quiz on commas and adjectives " 

LARS 106: Indirect Vs, Direct Quotations^. . , ' ^- 

M - ■ 

a* Introduction to direct and indirect quotations 

b. 'Qui|5 ■ ' 

* c. Recognizing direct vs. indirect quotations 

d* Tense in indirect quotations ' * ' . 

( . ' teost-test, ' ^ ■ ^ 

Deciding ^hether to use direct, or indirect quotations ^* 
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lARS 144: Usiii'g Quotation Maries ' ^ 

a, Intiroduction and **love story** 

b. Speaker named ifef ore , quotation 
' c. "Exercises * ^ ^ 

,d,' Speaker namea af^er quotation 
" ^ - X Exercises 

liZ^ 41^; ^^^oicolons with a Series , ' 

\ ^ a* ^Semicolons and items' in a series 
^bt* Quiz on items in a series 
* ' ^ /■ 

• lARS 70^ Possessive Personal Pronouns 

at Possessive personal pronouns 
_ ' . J^T^^ Exercis^'on p<fesessive personal pronouns ^ 

lARS 25: Possedsive Pronoun Confusion 

a* Introduction ^ 

b. There, their, they're 

c. His> he's 

d. Its, it's 

* ^ *e. Your, you're 

W^ose> who's * 
g, Dtill on posse^sives 

^> lARS^' 31t ' Using "Its" arid *'It*s" , < 

c ^ a* Differences between the homonyms 

* ^ ' Multiple^choice quiz 

c, Fiil--in,*^quiii - ^ 

d, 'Ano'tjier filUtin q^i5: / ^ 

'fV lARS* 30**^ Jlomonymst * Their, They*re and There 

a* ^ The dl££ei^nt meaniiv^s of the hoUonyms^ 
' bi* Mult^ple^ahoice quiW-^ 
, c, A short-fiii"£n*qUi? ^ ' , : 

LARS, 3^: . Homonyms^ Td,'T^o a^<^ iSfo ^ ^ - 

^ a,. The different uses of the hcMnonynts \ ^ 

^ , * bf ->Multiple*'Choice quisr „ 

c, Pill-ip. quiz 

LARS 24:. Coninbn Word Confusions* 

aiv Introduction 

' * ^ then, t^ian^ ^ ^ . " , * 

c, Accejit," eVc^pt 1 . ^ ^ 

^ , ,d. Here, heai;; here^re . 

^ e, Princijjfil, princij>le '^^^ 

f. Here, whei;^, ,we're - ^ . i 

f ^ ■ g» "Cap"a Dropout Get a Degree?" 

JjiBS 34:- A Drill on Word Pairs ^ *^ . - 

>^ / This is^a graded ^ercise which tests the , use of; 



\:u \r confusing word p?iirs. 



lARS 133: Hdrd Confusions ll 

.a, Introduqtibn , , ^ ^ 

b. All ready, already 

c. All right, alright^ 

d* All together, altogether 

e. T^st ' ■ ' ' , " 

LIARS 18: Prelude to Singular and Plural Nouns 

This mini* lesson is concerned with tihe concept of 
'"^jeingular and plural noxuis. 

LARS 12 t forming Plurals with "ES" 

- ,a, *ES" plura:i,s 

b. Test 

LARS 56: Plurals of Nouns Ending, in 

, a* Vowels before '^y" endings 

b. Consonants, before "y'* endings 

c. Quiz 

LARS 124t Plurals of Noxms Ending in "0" 

' - ' a. ^'0" + s 
b. "0" + es 
c* Assisted quiz 

LARS 135; Plurals of Nouns Ending in "P" , 

a. Changing ^^f" to *'v" ^ 

b, Adding "s'' to "f" endings - 
c'. Quiz ^ ^ 

LARS 58: Foreign and Hyphenated Plurals 

; * a* Foreign plurals 

a* Quiz on foreign plurals ^ 
* . c. Hyphenated plurals *i 

d. ' Assisted qiiiz on hyphenated plu^^ls 

LARS ^9e Quiz on the Use of Plurals 

tbianliesson quizzes the student's knowledge of 
forming the plural of irregular nouns* \ * 

LARS 5^: Irreglilar Plu±als — Vojw^el Changes 

- a^ Introduction to Irregular plurals 

b. Quiz on irregular plural^ / 

-If # 
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APPENDIX C: * iNsmctOFt SiCNOH Sfoufi^c 
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THIS IS m FIRST HESSAfiE VOl) WILL SEE Oil THE PLftTO 
SCREEN EACH TIME YO^J SIGNON. IF FOR SOKE REASOTJ Wft 
5CREEI1 DOES HOT HAVE THIS RESSAtiE. PRESS StilFT-STGP 
SEVERAL TIHES MIL IT APPEARS. 



0- 



Typt your nj 



AFTER PREYING NEXT .^p BEGIN. YOU HILL RECEIVE THIS 
DISPLAY. VOU WrST EtfTER YOU« Hfetf AT THE ARRffrf. THAT 
IS, YOUR im AS RECSGHIZED by PLATO- IH TflS OWU. 
THE l»STRVCTOR'S LAfT.it/SHE AMD THE FIRSTJNITIAL OF J]IS 
FIRST HAHE, SEPAMTfD BY OJIE SPACE* ARE TYPED 11 LOUEft- 
CASE LETTERS. 




PSIESSIIK5 NEXT FROM TIIE HELCOKC TO PUTO fAC£ BfilSGS 
YOU TO THE PACE ASfClf^G fOR V0UR COURSE HATS. THIS 
NA1E HILL GENERALLY VARY FROH THE^COURSC HAHED BY 
THE COOEfiE CATALOG. IN THIS EXAHPLC, THE PLATO COURSE 
NAHC IS ndOJl, WHICH REPRESEftTS THE faiOMHlG l^^tf^ORmTlON: 

L COLUfiEHAfC ^ 

«-HALCOLH X COLUGE > 

2. SUBJECT AREA 
' E'E»6LISH 

3, COLUGt COURSE HUMBEft AS tTATED IN CATALOG 
lil'EHGLISIJ IDl 

t^, FIRST IHITIAL OF THE INSTRiKTOR'S LAST JiAME 

COURSE iuHES ARE ALHAYS TYPED IK LDUER-CASE UTTERS. 
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lypt tht ni»e of y^r tear**, thtn *iol4 ^o*« tb* 

\ltcit krvi IfMtFl-STOf) to' 'M^n uTF.-: 
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FOR PURPOSES Of JDEJfTJFiaTIOH, fWTO REOOIJIES EflCH"^ 
PERSON TO HAVE A SEOO PASSWORD AUJOMinUlin TO 
%m OKTO THE SYSTEM. DURJW YOUA HUm PLATO 
SJ6«0«, YOU WJLL BE ASKEn TO TYPE TlIJSfASSjfORD 
TWICE, JUST TO HAKE SURE YOU HAVE TYPEMT CORRECTIY. 
SEUa SOfOJJWG THAT IS IIOT HOflE TKAf) TEN LETTERS 
LONG NHJOf YOU m EASJLY KETIEieEA. 



4r. tMlM*r TILL tftrm whtt M ItJ 



Evtry tF«e yeu tl9n*dn ca tMt uuri*, you ' 

yOiir p4tUi4r4/lh<D pt^X NEXT. 

^ It Ajtln CD lure. 

Ttp4 your Mi»4r4i tNn MCXT. 

1 XVIXXXt 
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Typt your p+uwor^. tlw ^r»t MCXT^ 
> xxicirx 



Oft^..rr»i tht 'LAI- kty for ^Kfofltl o^tloni 



DURING EAC» FOLLWING PUTO SIGHON/ YOU tlUST EHTER 
YOUR PASStflRO BEFORE BEING ALLOHED TO COtJTJNUE. X'S 
APPEAR SO TJtAT NO OHE ELSE CAN SEE YOVA fVlSSHORD B£JW 
TYPED, 
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I. jt* r4iC«r / Oettfn currfctitu* for • 
CbQdfc • iMtOn lo.ntrfr - _ 




4 >fc ^T^V rv) 1 • r V ^ 'Ti p CVr r 1 CUIVV ' '^•i^ti i 


■ J. S*^ vttrt 4f»4 tti 41 thft tilt 








1 








Prttt -MTA- lo tntmt court* Mcurttr c04c 


>fe** SHifT-SfBT 10 

1 







THE JHSTRUCTOft WDE PAGE [S THE TEACIfER'S HOME EASE. 
FROM HERE. THE COURSE ROSTER AMD THE CONTEST- OF THE 
OJRRICULUJI CAN EE HAKAGED. ' , " " 

ORDEfi TO LEAVE THE TERfllMAL. hi IflsTfiJJCTOR SIIOUU) 
AtHAVS PRESS SlilFT*STOP.FROH THIS DISPLAY. 



EY mmm i m the iitsTRUCToft idoe page- Yoti hill 

ftECElVE THIS DISPtAY MHICH AtLOHS m IHSTftUCTOR TO 
HWlWE HULTJPti COURSES. \ 



PRESSII4G mh m lltSTRUfTOR OF Pl^TO COURSE heIOI^ 
IS PRtS&nCD WITH THE COURSE ftA«A<iErtENT OPTIONS. 
THESE OPTIONS ALIOH THE iHSTflUCTOR TOA05 OR DELETE. 
STUDENTS FR0?1 TIIE ROSTER AMU/OR CHANGE NAMES DUE TO 
HlSSPELLlNG OR TYPOGRAPHtCAL ERRORS. FURTHEH OPTIONS 
ALLOl* THE INSTRUCTOR TO SEND flESSAGES TO STUDENTS. 
SEE SimENTS OJRREi^TLY USIHO THF COHPOTtK ANfi SfVIEW 
STODENT SIGNOH AND ATTENDANCE DATA. 
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Ko%t%r Vor HATD Covrf«i MlOlb 
















fr4» th« («tt«r of ih« Action yf^u 
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S44 rotttr 






IP , 


* T- 


4^ (WW ttv4«At l« T9M.*t 
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^(ttc r4«ord r^on romr 
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Change of r4Cor4 
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Sm rn4Jvldtf*l record 
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NcttA9* o^ttvrtt 








5 


Sc4 p«rfOfit 4urr4(iity ruMjfiQ 
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HELP for MlP 
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FfiflH THIS PAGE THE IHSTRUCTOR CAN MAM6E HIS PUTO 
amSE ROSTCR BY FOLUWim TtlE DtRECTtONS GIVEN AT 
THEBOTTOnOFTHE PAGE. ADDtTIONS, DElfTtONS, Affi 

mm m be activated from Trtis pACEr as as 

OE^RVATtCCI OF STUD0IT RECORDS* 



AT^IIIS POtfO T1IE INSTRUCTOR M VtStt TO LEAVE THE 
STANtm PLATO COURSE ROSIER mACO^KT FUNCTIONS, 
m ORDER TO ACCESS TItE LARS INSTROaOR OPTtOKSr IT 
IS MECESSARY TO SPECIFY lars ^S THE LESSON YOU HAMT 
TO STUDY, 



FROn HERE YOU HAY LOOK AT ANY USSOfl ON PUTO BY 
TVPIIIG IN ITS FILE IWC 



ALL LARS INSTRUCTOR Cmmi DPTIOfIS CAN DE REACfiEQ 
FROK THIS PAGE, 
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APPENDIX Ds Student Xntroduitipp to PIATO 



JJELCOME TO PLATO <i ; 



How to Use the PIATO Keyset 



The PLATO keyset is like a typewriter, (See the diagraia on the next 
page*) The keys are sensitive, so only a light touch is necessary* Xn 
addition to tHe regular keys, there are special keys, such as NEXT, BACK, 
HELP^ DATA, LAB, TEfiM, and ERASE* A good rule^^pf thumb is: if in doubt, 
press NEXT* 

' ' K 

It is important to note the difference between the number **^** and the 
letter "0", the nuinber and the letter "l*** 

You will interact witli*PLATO much as you would with your teacher* 
PLATO will give you information and ask you questions about it; you will 
have to answer thbse questions before you can' continue with the lesson* 
Don't worry ™ PLATO oft^n will help if you need assistance* When 'you ^re 
supposed to ^swer a question, a small arrow like this > will ^ippear on 
the, screen* Type your answer next to the arrow according to instructions 
in the lesson, Xf ^ you make a mistake, press the ERASE key? yo^r answer will 
be erased one letter at a time from the right* By holding down the SHXFT 
key while. pressing the EBASE key, an entire word can be erased^ ^ 

Wh^ you respond to a question, you must usually press the NEXT key to 
tell PLATO you are ready to have the answer checked, PLATO then judges your 
answer^ Xf your answer is incorrect, it may be marked to help you find^the 
mistake* Xf a word is misspelled (but still close to the correct spelling), 
it may be underlined like thist 

> speled no 

Xf your answer has extra words in it, the extra words are marked underneath 
with x*s,'like thist ^ 

" " ^ > This word is extra word no 

^ xxxx . 

Xf words in your^nswer are in the wrong order, the' words which should ^e 
mov$d are marked underneath with a small arrow, like' thist 

> order w^ng no 

These markups may not always appear* Sometimes additional messages 
come. on the screen to give hints or suggestions* 

_ Often after you have answ^jped the question correctly, you will have to 
press NEXT again to proceed to the next page* Xf you press NEXT by mistake 
and miss necessary information, you can press the' BACK key* 

Sometimes the lesson gives additional problems, hiiri^^or other information 
which you may see if you press another special key, sucH as HELP or LAB* When 
other special keys are available, the lesson will tell you how to use them* 
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Sign-on Procedures 



# 



^ When you get settled in front^of a PLATO terminal> the screen will 
probably say "Press KEXT to begin'*; if it does not, press* SHIFT-STOP and 
'^CK until it appears* After pressing HEXT to begin> you will see the 
WELCOME TO PLATO clock page. " , ^ 

To sign ^n, you must enter your PLA^TO name and PLATO course, that is, 
the name and course which are recognized by PLATO as entered by your instructor* 

NAME: When you, are asked for your name, you will usually type your 
, last name without capitals, space once, and type the first initial of your 
first name. 



Type your name, then press KeXT: 
> smith j 



COURSE: When you are asked for the name of your course, you must always 
use lower-case letters* You may have to ask your teacher for the PLATO name 
of your course. 



A ~ z 

Type the' name of your course, then hold down Jthe 
SHIFT key and press the STOP key. 

*When you are ready to leave, yQu should press 
\ these same keys (SHIFT-STOP) to "sign off." 

> melOlbt 



Once you type in your name and your course, you have one more step t6 * 
complete before you actually r'eceive instructional material; you must type 
in your PLATO password. You must select a passwoi^d so your PLATO identification 
cannot be used by someone else. Select something you will remember , as you 
will be the only person to know your password. Keep it less than 10 characters 
(letters or numerals). You will need to enter your password every time you 
use PLATO. After typing in your password, you may begin studying. 



To leave PLATO when you are finished with a session, press the SHIFT-STOP 
key twice. You can be sure you are signed off when you reach the "press NEXT 
to begin" page* 



ERJC 



f We wish to thank Elaine Avner for allowing us to use portions of her 
directions for new PLATO students. 
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• APPENDIX E: ' l^RS Routirig Modes 

lARS repots the student's position within the curriculum and the nature 
of the current activity. Beiow are the routing modes_used by the system. ^ 

introductyrv Sequence : The lessons which introduce tJ^e student to PLMO, 
the u&e of the keyset> and other jsre-^curriculum activities are indicated l)y ^ 
this label. " ' 

Supplementary Material: Optional instruction may be taken bpr the stqdent', ] 
after finishing the prescribed curriculum. Such extra ntaterial may consist 
either of modules which the student profici^ncied out of but chooses to dtudy 
anyway> or lessons dealing ^ith topics beyond the scope of th^ LARS remedial 
curriculum> such a3 paragraph editing i footnoting > and ^ilbiographic form* 

Diagnostic Testing: Diagnostic skills testing is a major component jyjSf 
lARS and occupies 1tf-50 percent of a student's time on PLATOt depending on" ^ 
the amount of instruction which is bypassed du^^s^ superior test performance* a* , 

Prescribed Instruction : The typical mode tJ^ student activity. is ftudy 
prescribed by the master router program on the basis of diagnostic test sc&i^es 
.and lesson performance measures. ' 

Controlled Review : Students are allowed to revi^ lessons taken previously, 
if desired> at any point in the curriculum. LftRS will somteimes recommend that 
a prior lesson be reviewed; the student may choose to ignore such advice. , 

Inctividua! Curriculum ; A special curriculum may be. constructed by the 
instructor for a single student if desired* Such individualized curriculum , 
design i^ usually appropriate only In one**on**one tutoring situations. 

Educational Gaming : At times the student is allowed to par^icipat^^n ' 

^ ' • i ' i 

some extjr'a-^curricular activities designed to stimulate moti^vation and interest 

ip the practical application of the language ^ts skills being acquired* A 

spelling competition, the PLATQ newspaper, and an interactive Taublic policy 

forum are among some of the activities avaij.able. 



3 ' ' 

The individual curriculum design feature of LAKS isitot yet operational* 

Currently, a curricul;mi must.be specified that will apply tp the entire class, 

not ^ust one student,' ) ^fp^t* 

.. . 40 _ . % 
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Open Curriculm : Once all prescribed testing and instructional lessons 

have been finishe'dj lARS allows the student to freely clioose from advanced 

material^ lesson review^ and educatipnal gaining activities. lARS thus becomes 

a resource ^d reference tool for the student who exhibits. the initiative to . 

use it^ This feature may be inhibited at the Instnictor's discretion; under 

such circumstances, the student i^, told to report to the^toacher after com- 
• » 

pletion.of the curriculum. ' 





39 \ 
APPEHDfX F: DN^iME^ComKicAiiOK 
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0- « shell* 
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IS* ^ ' (K^rf 
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HixT for iOft 
DATA . to T«lk 



BY SEQUESTIHTj tZSSO"* user FROtt THE CHOftSE-A-USSOH-TO* 
SUnV PAGE, A LIST OF AUTHORS CfRREKTLV OH PIATO KILL 
APPEAR, PRESS DATA IN 0(DER JO TflLK TO AHOTffiR USER. 
PLATO VILL TIIEK ASK m YOU HISKTO TALK TO A.'V SHAT 
C003SE J£ IS fitOrSTERE)- IK. TYPE TJ'E iHWE AND COUKC - 
EXACTLY AS THEY APPEAR O:* THE LIST. 



Itl ORDER TO BE ABLE TO TALK, HOIOER, THFR£ IS ONE 
IHITIAI TASK YOU HOST COMPLETE- THIS INVOLVES PRESSING 
lAB FItOR T«E QStK LIST. YOU HILL THEN BE PfiESEHTED WITH 

5 opirofis mcH hill i^jially be set to 'ho. ' CH-AHGE 

GPTjOftS 1 AflO 2 to *YES' AIP mm TO T»:E PAGE LISTING 
all CUHR^iT tISEIS. ^'^YOU tTIlL HOK DE Ant£ TO INITIATE m 
flECEIVC TALK REQUESTS. - ' - ^ . 

IF YOl'ReCElVE A TALK BEQUEST. A MESSAGE VfILL FLASH AT 
THE BOnOfl OP YOHR SCREEH: 



talk; hicwgl/ghglish 



m SHOUL0 SESPSa BY tfflUHMG BOWTt THE SfilfT KEY At!D 
PRESSIHG THE' TEflfVW O. TYPH EITHEfl thk OR rejeci . 



ERLC 
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'I, AMow >Our CQvrw t* ti\k to yoti yifi 

3, Allow ttvfOnt 10 1^ -sHl-'f to you no 

^ Allfii your covrf* to ftod '*Mt-U to no 

Type the AW4i«r touMAfc Ihe KttlAtp 



Uft tti*i *l/l*/7t 0(>,5o;o*.. ' 

CPO ut«te U rj»f t.jU 

*3n i. ,,,, ( 

(eitlOAi Oftw,, 14 
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